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This is an executive summary of our findings and 
recommended actions to address the water quality crisis in

Channel Islands Harbor. 

All underlying documents and relevant electronic links are 
available from:

Marine Advisory Committee

Channel Island Neighborhood Council

info@cineighbors.org
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A Formidable Array of Pollutants

is Damaging the Water Quality of CI Harbor

Å Agricultural Field Drains

Å Municipal Storm Sewers

Å Residential and Commercial Waste

Å Oil-Field Waste and Contaminants

Å Marinas, Fuel Docks and Pump-out stations
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These Pollutants have Been Present for Decades

. . . but, the Edison Canal had always flushed these contaminants away from the Harbor, out 

through the power plant and into the ocean ςa much larger body of water to handle the 

contaminants.  Even intermittent operation of the power plant kept the Harbor clear.

Å NRG had an NPDES permit to flush this toxic mixture through their power plant and made 

mitigation payments of roughly $100,000 annually.

Å A year ago NRG/GenOn permanently shut down the Edison Canal and the Water Quality 

Control Board granted a permit to close the pumping, without analyzing the negative 

impact of the CI Harbor.

Å Now, with no place else to go, these pollutants and nutrients flow south downthe Canal 

into Channel Islands Harbor.

This parallels the issue facing McGrath Lake , which is finally being addressed 

after many years, due to pressure from Ventura Coast Keepers.
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We Donôt Want CI Harbor to be ñImpaired Waterò

ÅMcGrath Lake is listed as a CWA Section 303(d) Impaired Waterdue to pollutants 
from agricultural runoff.

ÅVCAILG(Ventura County Agricultural Irrigated Lands Group) 2018 Annual Monitoring 
Reportshowed significant exceedances (over 182-77,000%!) for nutrients, metals, 
pesticides and bacteria at the discharge onto McGrath Lake.

ÅVCAILGfarmlands discharge the same runoff into Edison Canal/ Channel Islands 
Harbor, as it has been doing to McGrath Lake (the most polluted body of water in CA)

ÅThere are no water quality monitoring sites at the discharge points into Edison Canal.

ÅWe need one-time baseline testing for pollutants of concern to determine if on-going 
water quality testing is required.
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1. Agricultural Field Drains

!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŦŜǊǘƛƭƛȊŜǊ όάƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘέύ ǊǳƴƻŦŦ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊ ǘƻ 
seasonal water quality issues such as algae blooms in the Harbor.  
They must be eliminated to avoid a major fish kill!
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